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NATIONAL AMERICA READS DIRECTOR HOSTS UM DISCUSSION 
MISSOULA -
Educators from across Montana will gather Monday, March 29, at The University of 
Montana for a roundtable discussion aimed at helping schoolchildren become better readers.
Marsha Nye Adler, the National America Reads higher education director, will host the 
roundtable discussion with representatives from America Reads programs statewide, along 
with UM representatives who maintain an active reading program with Missoula elementary 
schools. The event will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. in Turner Hall’s Dell Brown Room.
UM President George Dennison spearheaded America Reads efforts among universities 
and colleges in Montana after President Clinton issued the America Reads Challenge in 1997 — 
that every schoolchild in America learn to read well and independently by third grade. In 
Missoula the America Reads program involves more than 55 UM student volunteers and work- 
study students who provide literacy tutoring to children in kindergarten through fifth grade.
During the past year, Adler has facilitated roundtables at colleges and universities 
across the nation and has discussed a variety of issues related to the America Reads-America 
Counts program.
America Counts, an initiative designed to help students master mathematics by the end 
of eighth grade, was added this year.
Last June, the U.S. Department of Education announced that Montana and Alaska -
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tied at 66 percent -  top the list of states with colleges committed to America Reads.
“I ’m very eager for this program to succeed,” Dennison said. “It benefits all children 
and the people of Montana.”
Dennison was honored last month by U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley for 
work on President Clinton’s America Reads-America Counts Steering Committee of College 
and University Presidents. One of 21 on the committee, Dennison received the Secretary’s 
Award in recognition of outstanding contributions to the educational success of America’s 
students through the America Reads-America Counts program.
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